Departures(SIDs)





	Let’s talk a little about what we’re going to need to do before departing.First, as always, would be a check of the weather. For the sake of simplicity, I’m going to use rules pertaining to FAR part 91 operations(private aircraft and operators). Airlines, charter, cargo, etc. have to follow specific guidelines, but we are allowed to takeoff in any weather we choose. So, if the ceiling is down to the ground and visibility is zero and all you can see is the runway centerline to maintain directional guidance during the takeoff role, that’s fine, you can takeoff anyway. Not a really good idea however. What happens if you have an emergency after takeoff and need to come back? Uh-oh, now the weather is below minimums for the approach and you’re on your way to somewhere with better weather(if you can keep the plane flying that long). So, the general rule is don’t takeoff unless you’ve at least got the minimums for the approach back into the airport. At the bottom of your approach chart airport diagrams, you’ll probably see takeoff minimums printed, but those don’t apply to you. Also at the bottom of some approach plate airport diagrams you’ll see “IFR Departure Procedure:” These aren’t explicit instructions for how to get where you’re going, they’re instructions on how to maintain obstruction clearance at airports where there are obstacles nearby. For instance, the IFR Departure Procedure for Ft. Pierce, FLA says “Rwy 14 & 32 climb rwy heading to 600ft before turning right” This is just telling you not to make an early turn out so you don’t run into something. Also, for every IFR flight, we’re going to have to file a flight plan. We’ll discuss how to file a flight plan in the final lesson when we work up to an entire flight. From our flight plan, we will receive our clearance. Our clearance, in part, will tell us how we are to depart. At large airports, there are frequently Standard Instrument Departures(SIDs) which provide explicit instructions on how to make the transition from takeoff into the enroute structure. Because of the high volume of traffic in or around these airports, a standard procedure is needed to keep traffic organized. At smaller airports, we may not receive explicit instru
